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People of God called 


That they have not forfeited their Liberty in the Declaration , oy made ill uſe of the Kings Tnalgence, by any Plots, or 
| Murders, or Infurreftions in a preterce of Worſhip, and ſerving of God, The Lord is Witn!s, and you have tried us, 
and found that we are none of thoſe People the Kings Proclamation takes hold upon,but ought o harve our Meetings 


» 


| 


{He Kings Declaration concerning Eccleſiaſtical Aﬀairs ; He ſaith 
in a Word, We do again renew what we have formerly ſaid in our 
Declaration from Breda, te tender (onſciences, that no man ſhall 
be difquieted, or called in queſtion for difference in Opinion in mat- 

ters of Religion, which do not diſturb the Peace of the Kingdom ; If any have 
been diſturbed in that kind ſince our Arrroal, it hath not proceeded from any 
direttion of ours, page 18. ; | 

The Kings Proclamation for prohibiting of all unlawful Seditious Meet- 
1ngs and Conventicles, under pretence of the Worſhip of God. 

Now this we wonder and ſtrange, that Magiſtrates, and Rulers, and Offi- 
cers,ſhould look upon the People of God called Quakers, that their Meet- 
ings are Seditious and unlawful,and Conventicles, and for them to cumber 
themſelves with Armed men, make ſuch a ſpoil,and bruiſe ſober People, 
that Feai”and Worſhip God in reality, and caſt them into Holes and Dun- 
g2ons, Where they will not let them have neceſſary things, hardly Straw. 

Firſt, The Quakers Meetings are no Conventicles, for their Doors are 0- 
yu ; Neither do they Meet to Plot or Contrive againſt the Powers, who 
vein the Higher Powers , Nor are they Seditious, for they do not draiv 
people, neither from the juſt Laws of the Nation, nor from good Go- 
vernment. 

' Neither are they unlawful,for they do not hold up fin in their Meetings, 
1either amongſt themſelves nor others;and for teſtiFying againſttheWorld, 

"caat the Works thereof areevil, as Chriſt their Life did before, therefore 
are they perſecuted and hated. 

And again in the Pros/amation, ſome part of the Liberty to tender Con- 
ſcrences, in the late Declaration is reſtrained ; fince divers Perſons in the 
Name of Anabapuſts, and Quakers, and fifth Monarchy men, or ſome ſuch 

| likg appellation, who under pretence of ſerving God, daily meet in ſecret Pla- 
5, and at unreaſonable times, &c, of which ſome evil hath already enſued, 
by diſturbing of the publick, Peace, by Inſurrettions and Murders, for which 

the offenders muſt anſwer tothe Law, and far worſe may be expetted, unleſs 
ſome ſpeedy courſe be,takgn to prevent their further growth. Mark, It mult 
be to prevent their further grow.h that are the Murderers; For you are 
convinced that the Quakers will nottake up Carnal Weapons, and yet to 
number them amongſt ſuch as will ; and for any thing that we ſee, your 
greateſt work hath been, againſt them that will not lift up a hand againſt 
ou, and caſt thouſands of them into Priſon ; This cannot chulſe bur be 
below men, or Warriours, or Conquerours, and Juſtice, to mingle the 
Innocent with Fighters, becauſe they cannot bear Arms, and you impri- 
{on them amongſt the other, and make the moſt ado about them too, and 
your greateſt work ; that moderate people cries out, that the greateſt work 
in the Nation, is at an innocent people, that cannot lift up a hand againſt 
any man: | | 

And then further it is ſaid in the laſt Proclamation, To the intent . that 
mone of thoſe perſons, who have preſunzed to make ſo ill uſe of onr indulgence, 

may be ſtrengthened 1» ſuch their proceedings, by any general word or expreſſion 


41 our late Declaration, 
Now Mark, this is to them who made an :U »ſe, that have been the 


Marderers,it doth not reach to the People of God that are called Qyakers, 
but to them that make the ill uſe, which are Murderers. | 


Oh that Magiſtrates and Juſtices ſhould not ſee this ; They that had | pla 


made the ill uſe, maſt not be ſtrengthened by any general word in the late 
Declaration ; but they that have not made the ill ute, maybe Rtrengthen- 
ed, and claim this general word, that have not been the Murderers and 
raiſers of Inſurre&ion, upon whom and for which cauſe, came this Pro- 
slamation, 

, Therefore it 1s they that have made the ill uſe of the Liberty, that are 
not to meet, that ſome part of that Liberty is taken away from them ; 
'but their Meetings muſt be in ſome Parochial Church or Chappel , or in 
their private Houſes ; read but the thing and you may ſee, it relates to 
the Perſons aboveſaid, that do abuſe their Liberty, whoſe Meetings are to 
murder, which are riotous or unlawful ; and this is the thing that the Pro- 
£lamation is againſt, that ſuch Meetings are to be ſtopped, who are ſo. 

So this doth not touch the Qzakers, but the Perſons aforeſaid that be 
the Murderers, and the perſons atoreiaid are not to meet, but in their 
own Parochial Churches, or Chappels, or private Houſes, 

And 1s not'the Oarh to be tendred according to the Law, to ſuch as are 
againſt the King, and ſuch as would muxder ? And not to them that are 
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in Peace with him and all men, and woud hurt no mans perſon upon the 
earth, though the ſafety lies not in Sweamng, but in'the Truth and Righ- 
teouſneſſe, which we ſpeak in Yea and Ny. | is . 

| And you know that the Quakers are nt a people that iGica the new 
War, therefore not diſturbers of the Peze ; and they are At they that 
make the Diviſion, but are in the Poweraf Truth, that would bring all 
up to God, wt | 

' Neither were the Quakers ſuch as hav: gathered up Swords'and Arms 
together, and gone out to kill people, but they are out of all ſuch deſigns, 
though many thouſands of them you have ſecured, Which we believe you 
khow in your Conſciences Souls and Mnds that they are innocent, and 
that they have not forfeited their Liberty, nor have made zl #,e of that 
indulgence, and word concerning Tender Conſciences. 


Therefore it will be a greater ſuffering to you, when the Lord God ſhall 


give you a reward according to your works ; for you have found them in 


n0 treacherous deſigns, you have found them in no Arns, you have not 
found them in any Plots, and yer you keep thouſands of them in Priton, 
What have you not daily tryals of them ? And many you keep in ſtraw,and 
hardly meat can be gotten to them ; and many fick, and ſome dead in 
Priſon : Oh this lingering Martyrdom, by which many are almoſt pined 


and ſmothered in Priſon |! £ | \ 
For although in this laſt Proclamation concerning, T hat* one ſhould be 


difturbed, and fetched out of Houſes, but by ſpecial Warrant, but they ſhould 
be lookgd upon, as (*ontemmers and Diſturbers of therr Government; But never- 
theleſſe, the Quakers are haled out of their Houſes by armed men, and 
never no Warrant ſhewn them, but calt into Priſon without Warrant, as 
in many places, if you will but ſearch into them you may ſee ; and- ſuch | 
at Liberty, who break the Proclamation ; but you afflict thoſe who nave 
not made an zl xſe of it, and ſuffering men to come withour Warrant, 
contrary to Preclamation, and nothing inflicted upon them ; and we ſuffer 
that are Innocent, and juſtice cannot be had, though they cry for 1t never 
lo loud, Therefore nov to conſider how the Innocent are fallen upon,and 
to all the Nation made a prey upon, as though men did neicher mind God 
nor Conſcience. O therefore ye Judges, ye Rulers and Magiſtrates, do 
Juſtice equally to all men in the Fear of God, that gives you Breath, and 
Strength, and all things, left he make you as duſt before the Wind ; Love, 
Judgement and Mercy, do that which is pleaſing in the fight of God,afflic 
rot his People, fill not the Dungeons and noylome Holes with the Inno- 
cent, but ſet them free who lie in Straw, and Dungeons, and Irons, and 
denyed to have neceſlaries. Oh your Conſciences, your Conſciences ! 
lzt there not be a guilt upon them, for the day of account draws on ; the 
cry of the Innocent and Righteous, and the afflited, and the Impriſon- | 
ed, ſtarved in naſty __ and Straw, and Irons, and neceflaries de- 
nyed them;and they robbed,and beat,and bruiſed in Goals ; the cry of this 
is great to the Lord who will hear : and you that are Juſtices and Judges, 
Oh that you had tender hearts to conſider;Oh that you were Chriſtians, that 
your ſtony hearts were taken away, and a heart of fleſh given unto you 

Dh the intemperateneſs ! Oh the unmerc1fulneſs,and unnaturalneſs, and 
uncompaſſionateneſs!) it grieves and breaks the hearts of the ſober, to ſee 
theſe wanting, and to ſee the cruelty and hard-heartedneſs got up in its 
A | | 
-4 Oh conſider, what will you do 2 And how do you ſpend your time, when 
the Juſt ſuffers amongſt you, and the Jnnocente? Oh will tt not be ſaid by 
you, that you had a day, that you might have done that which you do not 
regard ? Such as love your eternal Peace, ſuch you hate ; and ſuch as love 
your Eternal Happinefle, ſuch you perſecute in Dungeons. If they were 
wild and followed Pleaſures, and could Swear, then we believe we thould 
be regarded : But Oh our Conſciences , our Conſciences we cannot 
make Shipwrack of, as thouſands have done, and our trouble is for you, 
that you Aould not heed your ſelves, nor Gods Mercy, nor love your own 
Conſciences ; but run on in ſuch a grievous paſſion and train ( without 
diſtin&ion or confideration)againft the Rightzous and the Innocent,which 
thing the Prophets cryed againR,in the Magiſtrates and Rulers in the dayes 
of old,that made no diſtin&tion betwixt the Pretious and theVile,for which 
cauſe he prophefied of their captivity, and their overthrow, as you may 
read in the Scripture in the old Teſtament, Mad. 3. i 
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